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Press Release

TechnoThreads- Fashion of the Future

Science spins a new yarn through the fashion industry.

Science Gallery, Trinity College, Dublin
April 26- July 25 2008
www.sciencegallery.com

An Opening Night Party (invite only) will take place on Friday April 25 from 6-8pm

Shirts that send hugs from a loved one, spray-on dresses and semi-living clothes. This
is not a scene from a science fiction movie, but from the new exhibition coming soon
to the world’s first Science Gallery at Trinity.

TechnoThreads, curated by Marie O’Mahony and running from April 26-July 25 2008,
will be Science Gallery’s flagship exhibition during its opening year, building on the
success of Lightwave and Pills.

The exhibition offers viewers a glimpse into the future of fashion in a world where
Biotech and Nanotech are combined with traditional craft and Haute Couture skills.
With work from designers such as Walter van Beirendonck, Yoshiki Hishinuma,
Hussein Chalayan in collaboration with Swarovski, and Freedom of Creation, it
promises to show off the most innovative, cutting edge and exciting designers the
world has to offer as well as raising issues for global debate, such as the use of tissue
culture to produce semi-living clothes.

Science has always been the driving force of fashion. From new dyes to synthetic
fabrics, science is constantly driving the changes on the catwalk and in the wardrobe.

The exhibition is divided into three sections:

Conceptual Couture, looking at the use of science and technology by fashion
designers, this element includes clothes that can be sprayed directly onto the body
and a dress grown from Guinness.

Aesthetics of Science includes space, cyborgs and science fiction and the impact of
science as aesthetic. Featuring Claudy Jongstra, creator of outlandish fabrics felted
from her own flock of rare breed sheep, she has created fabrics for Star Wars- The
Phantom Menace. Fabric lengths from the movie will be shown at the exhibition.
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Fabric Laboratory looks at the very latest in advanced textiles. This section includes
extremely experimental pieces of fabric which have been created for the haute couture
catwalk shows of Paris. Nanotechnology coatings, lasercut fabrics and smart materials
all feature in these fabrics.

Michael John Gorman, Director of Science Gallery, comments “TechnoThreads is all
about the creative sparks that fly when the worlds of fashion and science collide. In
producing this exhibition with leading international curator Marie O’Mahony we hoped
to develop something that was both visually stunning and provocative, something that
would ask fundamental questions about where fashion is headed in the future, and
explore how new materials can challenge our conventional ideas about clothing”

Whatever your moral stance on issues of clothes made using a combination of human
and non-human cells, computer chipped affection or science fiction, TechnoThreads
offers a crystal ball straight to the future of fashion and technology- an opportunity for
science fiction and haute couture fans alike to meet on common soil. To have your
say, why not be an audience member at the controversial panel discussion on the
Future of Fashion: Clothes with a conscience? during the opening weekend? The
Gallery hosts a panel of academics, fashionistas and engineers who are willing to
discuss all the moral issues of the presented exhibits.

CONNECT | PARTICIPATE | SURPRISE

Panel discussion: The Future of Fashion: Clothes with a Conscience? Saturday April
26 at 2pm.

FashionLabs: A series of FashionLab workshops will run at different intervals
throughout the duration of the exhibtion

Talks: A series of public talks will be held by curator Marie O’Mahony and exhibitors.
Cinema: A series of films will be shown in the Science Gallery’s cinema reflecting on
the theme of the exhibition — films tbc.

LISTINGS INFORMATION

Exhibition: TechnoThreads

Gallery: Science Gallery, Trinity College, Dublin

Dates: Friday April 26" — Friday 25™ July, 2008

Times: Tues.-Fri. 12-8pm, Sat.-Sun. 12-6pm. Closed Mon.
Website: http://www.sciencegallery.com/

FOR FURTHER MEDIA INFORMATION
Christine Monk | 01 675 0840 | 087 675 5329 | christinemonk@ercom.net
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Notes for Editors

1. Science Gallery opened its doors in February 2008 in a landmark building on
Pearse Street in the heart of Dublin and is Ireland’s newest venue dedicated to
sparking off creative and critical conversations between science, technology
and the arts through exhibitions, events and debates.

2. Science Gallery is supported by Ulster Bank, Google, Wyeth, ICON, PACCAR

and Dell in addition to government support from Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Employment and Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.

3. Hussein Chalayan in collaboration with Swarovski is courtesy of
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